Pathogenesis of invasive fungal infections.
Invasive fungal infection (IFI) is increasingly being recognized as a significant cause of morbidity and mortality in immunosuppressed patients. This review focuses on the latest literature reports concerning the pathogenesis of IFI in this population. New virulence factors of Candida and Aspergillus have recently been identified. The past few months have brought significant advances in our understanding of how the immune system acts against fungal infection, especially with regard to the role of mucosa in the innate immune system, the arsenal of innate immune recognition receptors and the pathways connecting innate and adaptive immunity. Knowledge of fungal pathogenesis and host immune response can help to optimize the management of fungal infections. Greater understanding of these processes may aid physicians in developing better prophylactic measures and antifungal or immunomodulatory therapies.